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A 
PROCLAMATION 


By way of 


EXHOR TATION 


Ulto all the Inhabitants of ENGLAMND ; 


FaſtingsPrayer 


And that they may come to a certain Di - 
ſcerning and Knowledge of the Will of 


God therein (who 15 King of the 
whole EARTH. 


—_ _ ——— 


[Firſt by way of Preparation unto 4 True FAST] 


—  —— 


Ome all you who expe& to be Heard and Accepted of 
the Living God, Faſting and Prayer, in the Spiricof 
Holineſs, is required as Neceſſary thereunto : but the 

want of a certain Knowledge anf{ Diſcerning, how, and in what 
manner the ſame ought to be Performed (therefore it is) that 
people are rejeted) being all Vain Service and Loſt Labour; 
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where no Reward is received; or when they ask amiſs, what 
Anſwer ſhall ſuch have, judge ye. And therefore, be Admoni- 
ſhed, Ibeſeech you, To mind that which gives you a Diſcerning 
and certain Knowledge in this weighty Work : You may read 
what the Lord ſaid by his Seryant [/atab, chap. 5. 8. concerning 
Faſting, and what Chriſt Jeſus ſaid, Afar. 6, but how long 


may People read theſe Sayings (as well as others) and yet have 


no Certain knowledge of the Will of God therein ? Iſpeak of 
ſuch who are out of the way of a True Underitanding ; which 
all are who are in a bare Confeſſion, with their Mouthes, that 
God ought.to.be. feared ; but the Heart, -that not being right in 
bis ſight, Infidelity that taking place there; from whenee 4 Con+ 
cluſion is drawn, That Sin, which is Evil, can't be parted with ;, 
this is a great Evil indeed, ſet up in the Heart by the ſpirit of 
Antichriſt, where a Form of Words, and large Confeſtions 
concerning God and Chriſt are made ; but the Blefſed and Effe- 
Rual Workings of God's Spirit in Fleſh, for the Deſtroying of 
Sin, that being denyed, the Enemy's works (which is Sin and 
Evil) they continue in the Heart (contrary to the Blefſed Will 
of God) by which means the Nobility of Man's Underſtanding 
that is Clouded and Darkened chrough Error and Falſhood , by 
which means the Minds of Mankind are exerciſed in a Brutiſh 
Underſtanding concerning Spiritual Matters; imagining a Fer. 
forming of Service to God by confefſing, Thar he onght to be 
feared, (and yet live out of what they confeſs in a Talk) that 
all Good Succeſs and Bleſſing comes from him, &c, ſo then, ler ſuch 
be judged by their own words, who confeſs, he ought to be fear- 
ed, and yet live in Sin and Evil, unver a {trange Deluſion; 
That thoſe Works can never be ſo deftroged, 45 to know Dominion and 
Freedom from them on this ſide the laying down the Body, or at leaſt, till 
about that time of ſeparation from all outward viſivle things : ſo here 
Sin, the -Continyuance of that hath b:en pleaded for by 
them who would be called Chriftians, and would be accounted 
ſuch who fear God, and that they are in his Service though ne- 
ver exp:& to be free from (in ; What Ser vice is that in Evil ? 
And what Reward ſhall Evil Works hav: ? Is not fin an Evil 
Work of the Evil One? And muſt notthe Works of the Evil 


© One, bf continued in, have a Bad Reward ? Wp: 
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Oh that people would Fear God in Deed and in Truth ! for 
they that fear him will do no Evil : ſothe way to a Right Under- 
ſtanding, that leads quite contrary tolin & evil : ſo its a ſtrong 
Deluſion indeed, to expet a Right Underſtanding in an Evil 
Way ;, and Preſumption indeed it is, to hope for Good out of 
your Evil. | 

Oh,” be Awakened to Righteouſneſs, in which there's no lin ! 
and then will the Eye of the Underſtanding be opened to ſee the 
Man of ſin, who hath exalted himſelf above that of God in 
Man, under Confeffions and Profeſſions of the Name of God 
and Chriſt, whilſt that ſignified by the Name, which is Power 
manifeſted in Fleſh, for the revealing the Man of (in, and de- 
Kroying his works,that hath been denyed by the Exaltation of the 
Man of ſin in man, by whom Mankind hath becn exalted above 
the Pure Principle of God in man, even above the Light of that 


Bleſſed and Unerring Epirit of Chriſt, by which that which 


1s reproveable is made manifeſt : but through Unbelief of God's 
Love therein, Mankind in a great part being he!d under ſtrong 
D.Jufions of Saran, thcir minds being exerciſcd in a Brutiſh 
Underſtanding, ſome have called that Bl:Ned Principle of God 
in man,a Devnliſh Light ; and others,a Bewi/dering Light, or a Na- 
tural Light ; ſo that all that is of God in man that harh been deny- 
ed (whoſe Work do you think thisis? ) But if itwere ſo, as 
the Wicked One in the wicked hath corcluded, may it not be ſaid 
now, as it was in dayes of old, aſter C4 had created Mankind 
vpon the Earth, and they had corcypred their Wayes, which diſ- 
pleaſed God, who in his Diſpleafurc ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not al- 
wayes ſtrive, &'c, then was nor DeſtruRion nigh ? bur in that 
there was a time in which God's Holy Spirit dil ſtrive with fleſh, 
it plainly appears,theGocd- will of God was therein to have had 
it ctherwiſe ; but Mankind reliſting his Way of bringing it to 
paſs, the Way of Salyation tl.at was removed, and a Way of 
Deſtrudtion ict in, ſo the Way of Salvation then that was by 
the moving and working of God's Good Spirit, the which had 
place in Noab, who was a Perfe& Man in his day, who being mo- 
ved in 2 True Fear of God had a Right Underſtanding, in 
which he was a Preacker accosding to the Will of God : fo 

that 
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by which Noah had regard and was 
a&cd by, though it was rejefted by Mankind 1n their corrupt 
Wayes, yet it was not Devilifs nor Natwr, as Mankind in their 
Bruriſh Underſtanding in great Meaſure have concluded : bur 
the leaſt meaſure of that pure Principle of God in Mankind of 
his Bleſſed Spirit, is Unerring ; the which in meaſure, in all 
Ages, in God's Time and Seaſon did ſtrive in Mankind, and 
for the good of Mankind, that through it they might have been 
Preſerved out of Corrupt Wayes and Works, which Corrupt 
Wayes and Works was and is the Cauſe of all Heavy and Grie- 
yous Judgments in Ages paſt, and to.come upon Mankind : So 
its plain and evident, bow Gracious, Merciful and Long-ſuf- 
fering God hath been throughout all Ages through ſome meaſure 
of the ſhining of the Light of his Unerring Spirit, notwith- 
ſtanding the Great and Grieyous Provocations of Mankind in 
their Corrupt Wayes, by which their. Underſtandings were and 
| are darkened, that they could not come to a-clear Diſcerning 
what maitiner of Love of God that was unto them (as it is 
written) How oft « the Candle of the Wicked put out, Job 21, 
$9 its plain, that was and is the Love of God in the Light of his 
Unerring Spirit, by which the Wicked were ſhewn ther Wick- 
edneſs in all Ages; and the putting that Love from them was, 
and' is the Cauſe that the Wicked periſh in theinWickedneſs, 
through the Hardneſs of their Hearts, and Unbelicf of the Love 
of God in his Bleſſed Principle of Light, which ſhines ſome- 
times even unto the Wicked, though they cry, Depart, I deſire 
wot the Knowledge of thy Wayes: And though this Wickedneſs of 
the Wicked, under many fair Pretences of Confeſſions and Pro- 
f-(ſions cf God, have labour'd to put away the Way of the 
Lord , and through many Wicked Devices bath the Wicked One 
4 his Agents, in their Wickedneſs, ſet up many Corrupt Ways , 
yet the Way of the Lord remains Pure forever, and can never 
be Corrupted, but it remains a True Witneſs againſt all Evii 
and Corrupt Wayes whatſoever. And this Perfe& Way of 
God was the Way of the Upright in Heart in all Ages, by 
which they were led out of Evi] (though under more Servitude} 
before the fulnefs of cime, waen it picaſed God Io to cauſe his 


E 


no, O19. 


7) 1 

Light to ſhine forth inFleſh, in an abſo]ute perfe& Dominion 6= '} 
ver all the Luſts of the Fleſh,where Satan could pet no Enterance, 
though Forty Dayes Chriſt Jeſus was Tempted by him ; ſo bere- 
in was the Son, who is Heir of all, manifeſted. So all thetrue 1 
Prophets in all Ages, they had their Teſtimony from a meaſure || 
of the Light of that Spirit; and there their Teſtimony ended 
(who were Faithful) and the Law written in Tables oe Stone, | 
that was by the Light of that Bleſſed Spirit, by wbich all mighe | 
ſee and learn to come to Chriſt, in whom the Law is fulfilled : So 
here is the Prophet, whom Aoſes ſpoke of, that God would raiſe 
up, whom all is to hear; and every Soul that will not hear 
that prophet, Deſtruction attends it. 

So let none ſay in their Hearts, Who hall aſcend into Heaven, 
that is, to bring this Prophet Chriſt from above ? or, Who ſhall dee 
ſeend into the | Thu that 1s, to bring np Chriſt again from the Dead? » | 
For the Word is nigh, even in the Heart and Mouth , which 
Word of Faith the Miniſters which were True did preach, and 
them which are True do preach; and herein is the Labour of 
them whoſe Abiding is in the Word, that others may be turned 
to the Word in the Heart and Mouth, that by it they may bere- 
conciled unto God: And this Bleſſed Word was in the beginning, 
before words were, «ll things being made 9 him,in whom i Life, "rhe 
Life was (and is) the Light of Men, who believe therein': And 
though the World did not, nor doth not know the Love of God 
herein, yet he was and is in the VVorld.; and though his Ap-: 
pearance was and isrejeted by moſt, yer ſome did and dore- 
ceive him, who felt and feel bis Bleſſed Power to overcome the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, which is-Sin and Evil; wh'ch Unſpeakable 
Love of God, ſhed abroad inthe Hearts of the primitive Chri- 
ftians, by this Free Gift of his Holy Spirit, which made them 
who received the ſame, who were truly ſenſible of God's Love 
therein,undergo great and grievous things, ſome things of which 
may be read in theScriptures of Truth. So their Faſting and Pray- 
ers being performed by the Movings and Guidnigs of that 
Bleffed Principle of God, how were ſuch preſerved by the Power 
of God, in the Peace of God, wherein their Souls reſted in Ged ? 
$o the Bleſſed Name of the Lord was unto them a ſtrong Tower 
(which was the ſame to the Righteous in all Ages). but never 

| Was 


| (8) 

was 2 more clearer Diſcerning thereof then in this Age , there 
being a Cloud of Witneſſes of the Everlaſting Love of the 
Ev:rlaſting God herein : and ſo they are Blefſed-who live up to 
that Blefl.d Principle of God in them, and continue Faithful to 
th: End in the Teſtimony thereof, O the Remembrance of them 
will be” had in great Eſteem in Ages and Generations ro 
come, 

So now, that which is Chicf-ſt of all, and of greateſt Value, 
let that be firk minded, that all things may be done according 
to the Willof God; in order to which a Right Underſtanding 
is neceſſary, the which is better then Gold or Si/ver , for the 
Wicked n:ay poſl:is Gold and Silver, and things viſible to their 
Hurt, where a Right Underſtanding is wanting ; for if Know- 
; Jedge and Underitanding be wanting, people periſh : There- 
fore be adviſ:d to wait in the Way of Anderſtanding the 
i Fear of the Lord God, who made Heaven, and Earth, the 
Sea, and all things elſe according to his good Pleaſure; here is 
the beginning of Knowledge, and to attain to a Right Under- 
ſtanding : for, in the Fear of the Lord there's no Evil in that 
VVay. Soaway with Inventions and Imaginations of Fearing 
God, whilſt Concluſions are made, That Sin cav't be parted with ; 
alt wayes made vp by men in Sin is from a Corrupt Un- 
derſtanJing : So come to the Fear of God, and he will teach 
us his Wayes ; and all that come there come out of Evil; for 
there's no Evil in God's Wayes : ſo that they that are in God's 
Way, are out of Evil , by which ir plainly appears, that 
all Wayes where Concluſions are made, That Sin, &« in 
' them; or, that thty can't live ont of Sin , or, that they kyow wot 
« Way ont of $i: , al ſuch, where ſuch Concluſions are made, are 
out of a Right Underſtanding, and their Wayes are DeftruQive, 
and their Works -in them Wayes are DefiruRive, and their Lives 
in them Wayes are Deſtructive, ſo that all who endeavour to 
ſave their Lives there, do want a Righe Underſtanding, for 
Tranſgreſſion, which is Sin, is the Cauſe of Death ; ſo all thar 
are raiſed from Death, are raiſed from Sin, the Cauſe of it : 
ſothen, all that keep their Lives there, ſhall loſe Life; and 
all that loſe their livos there, ſhall find Life : ſo Bleſſed are they 
who ſcrve the Living God, they do as they ſhould do; ſowbar's 
no 
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ao Evil ( but A_ ſo let none think in their” Perverſe 


Wayes, that they ſhall] be fed with Knowledge and Underſtan- 
ding there { No, no) they will Starve and Periſh there for want 
of Underſtanding : fo let all deal. clearly with themſelves, in 
coolneſs ard ſtillneſs, in the ſilence of ficthly wiſdom, in a 
true Examination concerning the wayes they live in, and let 
that which is Wrong be RejeRed, and that which is Right Re- 
ceived; and in that which is Right will be ſcen what Faſt is 
Plealing and Acceptable in God's light ; and that Prayer which 
will be Effe&ual and Prevalent for the Good of the ſoul in 
a Right Underſtanding will be ſeen: So now, begin aFaſt; 
come, pitty the Oppretled , let the Priſoner go free , have 
Compallion on the Poor; break off Iniquities by a True Re- 
pentance, in turning from Evil, the Cauſe of Angoiſh and 
Trouble upon the ſoul, that the ſoul may be ſer at Liberty to 
praiſe the Lord; and ſo lex hard hearts be melted & broken down, 
and the ſeat of Unbelief, by reaſon of which the Love of God 
in the Light of his Son is rejeRed, and by that means poor ſouls 
are kept in Bondage contrary to the Will of God, let that 
ſcat of. Unbelief be thrown down, for God is greatly diſplea- 
ſed at the Preſumption of Mankind, who have exalted them- 
ſelves in their own wills, where Self exerciſeth Will-worſhip 
in a feigned Humility, whereby the Croſs is counted Fooliſhneſs.” 
So Chriſt's Exbortation,To take vp the Croſs daily, and deny Self, 
God's Love therein that is ſleighted ; the Croſs that being. 
without, Faſting that being without, Prayers that being with- 
out, all being done without a Right Underſtanding ; for want 
of which Pretended FaGing is vain, Prayer is vain, and the 
Converſation of Mankind 1s vain and unprofitable, where the 
will of man is ſet in Oppoſition againſt the Will of God in his 
- Heavenly Gift, even the Light of. his Unerring Spirit, by 
which the -VVerld is reprov<d of Evil: and thisis and will 
be the VVorld's Condemnation, Their ſleighting the many Vi- 
fitations of God's Love, in that he doth manifeft unto them 
what is reprovable in bis ſight; but they being unmindful of 
God's Love therein, by which means their ſouls are in great 
Bondage under Sin and Cormprieg ; fubjeRed there under a vain 
24:d | Hope 
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Hope by the Subtilty of the Serpent, That th@vgh they live nnſepa- 
rated from Sin, yet they ſhall ebtain Puſtification through Chriſt, and ſo 
ſee a goed End, or Good brought forth thongh Sin 0 never finiſhed ; 
this kind of Perſwalion is through ſtrong Deluſions of Satan, 
whoſe workings arein a deep MyRery of Injquity in preten- 
ded Godlineſs; but his End therein - is, to make void ther Bleſ- 
ſed Coming of the Lord and Saviour to finiſh Sin, and to pat 
an End to Unrighteouſneſs, and thereby to make way for the 
bringing in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs , >that ſouls in that 
bleſſed Principle of God may reſt in Peace. 

Now where this is not known, be Awakened, I befeech you, 
unto Righteouſneſs, which is God's, and no otherwayes man's, 
bur as he becomes ftript of his own Righteonſueſs as well as 
Wickedneſs, and ſo becomes Poor in his own Eyes, and ſo 
comes before the Lord with a Broken and ContriteSpirit, and 


' x Heart humbled ar his Sight, who ſearcheth ir by bis Light, 


and ſhews to man in the Cool of the Day what beaſtly Imagina- 
tions are lodging therein ; tothe end, that man might lie down 
at the Feet of his Appearance in a True Faft, in abſtaining from 
Evil ; and Praying in the Spirit, that by the Exerciſe of God's 
Love in his ſtriving therewith, Evil may be overcome, and ſs the 
ſoul ſcrt at liberty Fom Evil, the cauſe of Trouble and Anguiſh, 
which is upon every ſoul that's in Evil. | 

So let every one that namesthe Name of the Lord depart from 
Evil. Come Curſerand Swearer, be perſwaded to be awakened, 
and ſee what a ſad Condition thy ſoul is in : but if thou wilt not, 
bur hardeneſt thy heart,what will the taking theName of the Lord 
into thy Mouth avail thee? Or Unclean Perfon,who art dehiled, 
& endeavouring to defile others, remember, That none in Vncleanneſs 
can enter into Heaven ; (o except thou leaveſt thy Evil therein, 
thy Expectations of God's Kingdom will fail thee. 

Come Idolaters, who are making Godds of Gold, and Silver, 
and Wood, and Stone, and ſo are bowing down to the Works of 
your own hands; that is a great Abominationand Evil, greatly 
to be lamented, who are ſ9 far blinded fromthe Appezrance of 
the Light of God's Spirit in your own Hearts ; which being 


taken heed unto and obeyed, brings to the Knowledge of In ; 
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but that Love of God bring rejeted, what Strangers are you 
to God, and the Saints Life? and-ſo are become Beaſtly and 
Brutiſh in your Underſtandings, your Bands of Corruption 
through Sin and Iniquity being made ſtrong ; and ſo under 
ftrong Delvſions are bowing to Piures to put you in. mind of 
God and the Saints, chiough they cannot hear, nor ſee, nor 
ſmell : what ſayour think you to get out of them Stocks and 
Stones ? Be Awakened, I beſeech you, to Conlideration ; and 
know, that its ſome meaſure of that Grace and Truth which 
Jeſus of Nazareth was filled with ; by Vertue of that all the 
Saints were a good Savour to God, and one unto another ; 
which Grace hath appeared toall, but the Saints or Believers 
were and are taught by it: ſo that which convinces of Evil is, 
to them that believe in it and obey it, an Inſtructer in the Way 
of Life. So leave your Folly in Bowing and Cringing to the 
Eaſt, and to you know not what ; and anſwer the Love of God 
in his Principle of Light in you, which makes manifeſt that 
which is Evil ; and then will the Eye of your Underſtanding be 
opened, to the betiolding of him who Als Heaven and Earth 
with his Preſence, ſo that no Darkneſs can cover man from him, 
who is God of the Nerth, South, Eaſt and Weſt , who will ſpoil 
your glorying, who are boaſting your ſelves of the Antiquity 
of your Religion, who firſt went from the Croſs, which is the 
Power of God, and ſogotvpina form of words, and then fet 
the Croſs npon the Houlſes of Stone, &c, Alas! Your Religi- 
on is ſeen through and all who hang upon your Skirts, they muſt 
have a ſhare of the Shame which is coming upon that Adulterated 
Whoriſh ſpirit, which hath led the minds of people out from 
a ſenſe of the Royal Law of God within man , ſo that the 
Stream of God's Love therein to Mankind, that bath been ſtopt , 
and in the Night of Apoſtacy the ſtream of Malice, and Envy 
and Hatred, that hath run in your ſtreets, where the Innocent 
Bloodſhed lies at your Doors. So its time you were Awakened 
to a True Repentance, that you may come to the Knowledge of 
Salvation through the Remiſlion of your (ins : for its the ſaving 
of your ſouls, I feek, and not the DeſtruRion of your Bodies ; 
fo Truth is my Weapon, which I detire may reach to that of 
God which is Truth in you; that ſo the Pure Language, which 
SD : 
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is Truth, may be reſtored in all; and the Royal Law of Love 
therein may ſhew it ſelf, which gives an Underſtanding, To ove 
God abvve all, an1our Neighbours a4 our ſelves, and to do to all men as 
we would they ſhould do unto a. 

Core 2| you who conceiveMiſchief on yourBeds in your hearts, 
and can't reſt til} you bring it forth into ation ; now conſider 
what manner of Evil this is, which Hough it may be covered for 
a- time, if continued in, Ruin and Deſtruſtion is ia the way 
thereof, 

Come you who live in Prideand Idleneſs, following the Luſt 
of the Eye, the Luſt of the Fleſh and Pride of Life, who live in 
Fulneſs of Bread and Wantonneſs, Feaſting and making Merry 
over the Pure Principle of God in you; this is a great Evil : 
therefore be admoniſh'd to mind that of God in you, and Watch 
and Pray in the ſame, that ſo by that which is good of God the 

' Evil may be overcome, and the Root and Ground judged from 
' whence all Evil ſprings. | 

Come all you Drunkards and Gluttenous Perſons, who waſte 
and ſpoil the good Craatures, which are appointed for the neceſſa- 
ry uſe of Mankind , read what is written in 1/a.5. 11,12, What 
a miſerable life are you in who are attended with Wo and Miſery, 
who are ſo far ſeparated from the Love of God in his Son,and the 
Dominion that is therein to uſe and order'all things arighe,accgr- 
ding tothe Will of God ? For want of this Knowledge how are 
many overcome with Strong Drink? the which having Dominion, 
how are many thereby Unmanned of that Natural Ability of a 
man, and ſo lieliable to. other Temptations, whereby the ſoul 
' lies in Bondage * Come now, bc perſwaded to mind that Love 
of God which in the Cool, when the Drink is out, ſhews you 
whata great Evil chis is, which if not departed from, Ruin is 
in that Way both of Soul, Body and ERate. ; 

Come you Gameſters of ai! ſorts, who ſpend your time in Ga- 
ming and Sports, who are ceveting-an Increaſe by ſuch Unequal 
and Unjuſt Wayes, and many (henetng their time in ſach Pra- 
\Rices : How many Families are Ruined by ſuch a Courſe of Life? 
and what anevil Example do Parents therevy ew to their Chil- 
dren and Families? This is a great Evil,” ſuch being an ul favour 


who are living therein, both to God, and Man who ou God. 
There. 
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Therefore be admoniſhed, to break off theſe Evils by a True Re- 


pentance, and jearn to redeem Time, that a Change may be wit- 


nelſed(before you go from hence)by vertue of the Power of Chriſt, 
which often moves agaioſt Evil : ſo let not the Juſt always be re- 
ſiſted by the Unjuſt ; bur if the Juſt Principle of God be minded 


and joyned unto, then will the Unjuſt be overcome, and the Juſt 


ſetups in which all that dwell will be a good Savour in their day, 
and a good Exampleto all, | 

Come all you who are Exalting a falſe Birth, where your 
Ears are ſtopt, and your Eyes are cloſed, ſo that you have nei. 
ther heard, nor ſeen nor handled that which was from the begin- 
ning ; 'even that Word of Life (which Everlaſting Life was with 


the rather, and was and is manifeſted to Beli:vers) from whence 


Teſtimony is given of God's Love therein, where the true Fel- 
lowſhip is witneſled in the Blefſed Light of God ; which all you, 
who are exalting a Falſe Birth, dv Jefpiſe, and ſpeak very evil- 
ly of, "or at leaſt, very fleightly ; So the True Heir hath been 
rezeRted, and nor thought fit to raign ; having been called by 
you who are exalting the Falſe and Untimely Birth, either a De- 
vil ( which ſome have called him, ) and others, Natxral, or a 
Fool : by which it may be ſeen, bow the Serpent's Wiſdom hath 
been ſet by, by the Adultereſs, who would fain have herBaftard 
ro be Heir , for which End how ſeemingly fair hath the Harlet 
Trimmed and Decked her ſelf? being arrayed in Purple and 


Scarlot, and decked with Gold, and Pretious Stones and Pearls ; : 


her Religion being in her Head,*from whence Abominations are 
lct into the Heart; where if the Ligkt appear to ſearch it, itis 
mocked and ſl:ighted by 1&mael : So that talſe Proplet he is ſer 
up, whocryes out, Ns Revelation now ; (o the Deceitſul Heart 
beingafrer the Falſe Prophet, groſs Darkneſs that covers : ſo the 
Love of God, in the Bleſtcd Appearance of the Light of his 
Unerring Spirit, that is not comprehended , fo the Eye hath 
not ſcer,, nor the Ear heard, neither bath ic entered into their 


hearts, the Mercies and Goodneſs of God, . which is to them that * 


fear him, and love his Appearance in the Heart, where the Light 
of his Bl-:M:d Spirir doth ſhew forth his Goodneſs, from whence 
is miniitered forth Life and Strength toth- poor ſoul, ſtrengrh- 
ning it againſt the Appearances of Evil : ſo the Sovl being made 

ſcnlible 
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ſenſible of the Peace of God, and Reſt through the Revelation 
of his holy Spirit, which cauſes Joy and Gladneſs to the Soul ; 
having found a Friend in its Adverlity, tt ſets a high Value and 
Eſteem of him, and is willing to be guided-and direRted by him. 
So the Harlot is ſzen, and the Falſe Birth is ſeen, and the Falſe 
Prophet which tcals the True Prophets words is ſeen : ſo the Adul. 
tereſs may Cry long enough, and Scold long enough, and 
Peep and Mutter, all her Whinings in ſeeming Prayers, and 
Teachings and Do@Qrines all end in Filthineſs and Sin in her Beſt 
Duties ; and yet this .Impudent Harlot concludes, There # noe 
like her , and her birth ts the True Birth ,, and all the reſt are Falſe : 
But her Deccit is manifeſt, and her Sorceries and Witchcrafc is 
ſeen; anda Bed of Torment is prepared for her : So they are 
Bleſſed that fear the Living God, and ſanRike him in their 
Hearts, who do not commit Leudneſs with the Harlot, nor 
afld any thing to the maintaining of her Gallentry. 


Come all you Ranters, who have gotten ſome words of Truth, 
bur do uſe them in an exalted ſpirit, in which you are {wiming 
up and down above the Pure Stream, which flows from the Pure 
Meck Principle of God, the Nature of the Water of Life, which 
comes from the Fountain of all Good, that being to drive away 
all Filthineſs of Fleſh ;, where that hath paſſage it refreſhes 
and keeps all Green and Freſh,in a good Savour to God and man, 
But you Ranters having loſt its Savour are exalted aboye that 
which is lowly and good, being under a great Imagination of a 
Knowledgeof Good and Evil, on which, through the Subtiley 
of the Serpent you feeding are become dead to any true ſenſe of 
the Vertue that flows from the living Power , from whenee 
through Diſobedience you being ſhur out: What adoarg you 
making ? ſome crying out againſt Meetings, as formal , and that 
ou feel not the Power tht was amongſt them:which indeed 1s no won » 
der, when you are paſt teeling , and ſo being toſſed up and down 
'in your Minds in-an exalted ſtate, ſome appearing in a fingular 
pretetided Zeal, under a voluntary Humility, as 1f you were 
Wiſer and Holier theh others (the Serpent here baving puft up) 
| ſets a judging the Body, and feeds his Members who waits for 
Hurt, as by the ſlipping of ſome through Weakneſs, oe 
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like, and ſo gets all REBT. making Parties and Rents, ftill 
the Serpent being covered under a Pretence of a Higher At- 
rainment ; but atlength, after ſome time of- Exerciſe in this 
Work, and through the Everlaſting Love of God to the Body, 
in preſerving it Sound and Intire, where his Will is done, ard 
a ſight given. of the Enemy's working therein, and ſo not 


able to prevail : atlength many go out in DeſtraQtion to Mee». 


rings, and there make ſad Noiſes, to prevent ( if p-lible } 
the going forth of the Declaration of Truth, as much as in 
them lies; keeping people from a Reception thereof -by their 
Babbling and $qualling to Diſturb Meetings, it having plainly 
appeared, But their Nouriſhment being from the Vine of So- 
dom, Diſobedience to that which they might be convinced of, 
being the Cauſe from whence the firſt going out was; fo the 
Root being Corrupt, the Fruit is Corrovpt : ſo all in time grow 
Dry and Withered, being an 1l| Savour therein, and a Stink 
whilſt they live herein upon Earth ; ſo that both the Way and 
End in that Way is Deftrutive, The which may ſerve for a 
Warning to all who are convinced of the Truth, to take heed 
how #liey ſleight God's Love therein, in Diſobeying that Prin- 
ciple of God in them, which is Meck and Lowly ; - and all that 
live in true Obedience to ir, they live in ſafety, wh-re Evil in 
Uncleanneſs cannot enter, nor Haughtineſs hath no place there; 


but they that anfwer that Bleſſed Principle, they riſe in its Na+: . 


ture tobate Uncleanneſs and Havghtineſs, ſo in its Nature of 
Meekneſs and Lowlineſs, all who grow here bring forth Good 
Fruit, which is a Bleffed Savour in bis Sight, who is Creator 
of all; and all who. are grafred into this Roor, and abiding 
therein, do feel Sap and Nouriſhment from the ſame, whereby 
they ſping, grow and flouriſh in a Green, Lively, Senſible 
Life of the Exerciſe of God's Love to loſt Mankind , and fo dare 
not appear otherwayes in the ſight of men, then they ſtand ap- 
proved: in his Sight who ſecs all things: and fo, meeting toge- 
ther to'wait upon him, who hath all Power in Heaven and Earth, 
all gathering together in his Blefſ:d Name, teeling true Re- 
freſhment in his Preſence ; Strength thereby is renewed to love 
God above all, and toJoveone another, and to watch for the 
Good: 


- 


is 2 great Evil, 
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Good in one another, and to teſtifie againſt the Evil, which 
may be an Occaſion of Defiling or Hurting any ; ſtill Wait. 
ing in Meckneſs ind Love, to theend the Good may be preſer- 
ved, and that which is Evil beſt reliſted : And though this Love 
by many may be rejeRed, yet it is that which will carry them 
who are exerciſed therein above the Head of all Oppolition , 
and preſerve them who keep their Habitation therein out of all 
Extreams, even to finiſh their Courſe with Joy and Peace in 
that Crown of Life which is Everlaſting. 

Come all you who live in Envy, Hatred, Malice, Strife and 
Contention, AMafters and Dames of Families, whoare in Bra1- 
lings, and Evil and Raſh Speakings, and Diſcontents , theſe 
Fruits proceed from a Corrupt Curſed Ground , and fo is an 
> and Bad Example to your Families : This is a great 
Evil. 

And all Children who are Stubborn, and Heady, -who do 
not Obey your Parents, as it is meet in the Lord : This is a 
great Evil. 

And all Servants who are not Subje& and Obedient in your 
ſeveral places, hut are High-minded, and cannot bear Reproots ; 
but are ready to Anſwer again, and to be Diſquiet. and Murmur, 
and Whiſper, and to tell Tales to ſtir vp Anger and Strife ; This 
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Ow to tlie good in every particular is this writ, even thar 
good Principic of God ; by which, if taken heed to, 
its Nature is, to make manifeſt that which is Evil ; and it 
will not in the leait agree with any thing that is Evil : This is * 
a Pearl indeed, which the Eartbly mind and wiſdom hath kepr 
people from the knowledge of (but the Way of the Upright, 
which was and is out of Evil) And ſo the Fear of Offending. . 
God, by Obeying bis good Gift, that is Good, andourt of E- 
vil, which is a true and right Way to a clear underſtanding 
what to AbRtain and Faſt from, and what toPray in and for ac-. 
cording to the Will of God. Soa Teſtimony of the Eyerlaning 
Loveot God in bis Way, which is Perfe&, many baverecelyed, 
where the Eye of the Underſtanding bath been opened, from 
which that is ſeen which was in the beginning (even the Word [ 
of Lifc) In which there's no Evil : ſo its Good and Juſt. that 
this be confcfled to before men, and great Evil todeny it ; ſo 
. its the Good which is of God, by which all Evil is overcome 
. ſoBleſledare they who overcome the Evil by the Good, and ſs 
are built and eftabliſked through the geod Word of God , by 
which the foul being freed from Bondage and Corrupti- 
on in lin and evil, from which the foul being fer at Liberty, oh 
the Unſpeakable Love of God herein in his Son, manifeſted to 
Deſtroy the Devil's Works, which is fin and evil ; here is Free- 
dom through the Son of God's Love in Deed and Truth : fo 
that Scripture is fulhlled, If the Son ſers free, then are you free in- 
deed , whoſe Bleſſed Freedom is out of fin and evil. 

So the Bleſſed End of the Everlaſting Love of God, in his 
_— the Light of bis Unerring Spirit of Life and Power, 
to finiſh Sin, and put an End to Tranſgrefſion, this is ſeen and 
known to be the Richeſt and Choiceſt of his many Mercics to 
Mankind ; the which Mercy of God being rej«Red, or obltru- 
Qed through the Vain Imaginations and Evil Wayes ſct up by 
man's wiſdom in the fallen eſtate from a Right Underſtanding ; 
where Concluſions are made, T = S1% caunos be Overcome : Ilay 
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to all ſach who are at caſe under that Conclufion, they are fled 
to Lying Vanities, where being from a ſenſe of God's Mercies in 
his Son, and there dwelling and abiding, their Habication is in 
Darkoeſs, their Baſting is in Darkneſs, their Prayers 'are in 
Dacknelſs, their FelJowihip is in Darkneſs, and- therr Profefli- 
ons and Conſeſfions of God and Chriſt are in Darkneſs, where 
ny know not what they ſay, or what they do, being in Dark- 
neſs , and there reading the Teftimony of the holy Men of God, 
they are quite blind to what the Will of God is therein: ſo 
through Darkneſs the Way of God that being hid, how many 
wayes havebeen ſet up in the Dark? the Eye, that ſhould ſee, 


that being ſhut ; and the'Ear, that ſhould hear, that being ſopt 


the Vultures Eye, that being open, which could never ſee the 
Way of God : ſo people under groſs Darkneſs, being led about 
thereby the Vulterous Eye, an Evil Eye; how are they on heaps 
abourche words, being on heaps in Parties ? ſo heaps in Parties 
bring up, one Party cries ont, Lo Here, another, Zo There : 
and ſo many Parties with their Lo Here, and Lo there, arefet up ; 
one Party crying out, Stand further off my Way of Building and Fa- 
ſhioning in Proifeſſims and Confeſſion: of God and Chriſt u better and 


more Righteous the thine : another Party climbing up another 


way, Cries down that Faſhion, and ſers up a more ſingular Way 
of -Prerended Righteouſneſs ; then, Stavd further off ; my Way of 
Confeſſion and Profeſſion i beſt of all (till another riſes from the 
fame Imaginary Ground) and fo betng blind ia thar Eye whieh 
ſhould ſee; and in that wretched Condition, having put Evil 
for Good, and Good for Evil; and Light for Darkneſs, and 
Darknefs for Light ; and ſo in the Darkneſs and Evil, what La« 
bour and Pains have the Heaps of ' Parties taken to make Dark» 
neſs Light, — by al)-the Arts and Means imaginable to Ec- 
clips and Darken the Ligie of the Son, And for the effeRting 
their Deſigns, what: Curiods Workmen in Flouriſhing, and Pain- 
ting, and: Daubing and'Smothing have the many Parties fer up ? 
being herein agreed, as plainly appears, That Darkneſs muſt be 
Light ; axd whoſorver ſpeaks 1 the contrary, they all wonder at nhas 
Work: For ſay the ſeveral Partics in effe&t, Though indeed we do much 
differ in-onr. Faſhions in Confeſſions and Profeiſiont, and -rhertin as 


&1 many 
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ary timer quarrel, And fall ot, to the ſpedding of witch Blood, us bj 
Experience i known ;, yet in this we do much agree [in ſpurning againſt 
the Light which lighteth all Mankind. ] And though Chriſt ſaid, 
1 am the Light of the World ,, and though God be called, Zight ; 
and though it be ſaid, In hims Life, and the Life 1 the. Light. of 
Men; and, That God, who ts Light, ſearcheth the Heart, &c, and 
though thoſe who miniſtred from Chriſt did, by their Declara- 
tions and Writings, endeavour to trrn People to the Light (to 
God, who is Light ) and though he be the Farther of Lights, 
and all that are begotten by him are -begotten by his Lighr, 
and brought forth into the Light, which ſhining in the hearc, 
clears the Underſtanding of Darkneſs & Error, and though what & 
reprovable be made manifeſt by the. Light ( Immanuel (God who is 
Light with bis People) Notwithſtanding all this, and much more 
that is upon record, how ignorant are the many Sets and Parties 
of this way, by reaſon of the efteem they have of Darkneſs ; 
wherein they being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, how in 
their Blind Zeal dothey go about toeſtabliſh their own wayes 
and righteouſneſs, and though no better then filthy Rags ? $6 
Darkneſs that being over people, and inthe Dark, corrupt ways 
being ſet up, from whence lin is let into the Heart, and ſo the 
ſoul 13 in Bondage toCorruption,the Religions being in the head, 
how Giddy are theſe Sets and Parties, turning and wheeling 
about, cringing and bowing at every turn, the Sting of the Ve- 
nemous Beaſt that being nouriſhed in the beart by the Unbelie- 
ver ; concluding, where he takes place, That iÞ « a Dangerous 
Principle to hold forth ſuch a Way that is out of Sin, or to tell of Per- 
fetion? which Darkneſs and Blindneſs of theirs, under many 
fair Shews of Profeſſions, what ſtrange EfteRs have been brought 
forth? through eheſe many SeRts and Parties, in their wayes, 
by which they areblinded, and can't ſee God's Way, which is 
Truth, in which there is no Error ( therefore Perfe&t) but 
for want of the Knowledge of this, I ſay, what ſtrange Effects 
have been brought forth by the many Sed: and Parties ? 'whoſe 
ſtrength bath been an Arm of Fleſh, the which, whitſt one Party 
hath been ſtrongeſt in, how have they ſhown it, in ſoppreſſin 
and keeping down the others ? but Giddincſs being on” 
C 2 _ c 
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the Neligions, being in the Head, a time of tufhing round again 
coming, how hath another Party exerciſed the ſame power, and 
ſo one after another 2 A Corrupt Fonntain of Imaginations and 
Inventions _ opened amongſt the Apoſtates from the Truth , 
How in this Night of Darkneſs hath Envy, Malice and Hatred 
run currently, and drove Meekneſs, Holineſs and Truth quite 
out of doors? fo the Way of Truth that having been our, the 
Commandment that was given forth in the Way of God, 
Ts love him above all ,and one another, that hath been out , the Sets 
and Parties having been blinded through (in, in that blind Sodo- 
mites eftate, bow have they (who bave had the Names of Chri- 
ſtians) been groping and feeling for the Door which lets into 
Peace ? but Jet them bring forth their Experiences after Twen= 
ry, Forty, Sixty Years Tryal, ſome more, ſome leſs ; and 
don't think to cover your ſelves any longer with telling 
what you read of others Experiences, whilſt you are Reſiſting 
the Juſt Pure Gift of God ; for a Day of Search Is come, and 
coming : So Wo- te them that cover, but not with God's 
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So all, you Blind Guides, who are leading the Blind, you muſt 
riceds fail into the Pir of Deſtrution together, if you ds nor 
Repent of your Evil in relifting the Juſt Principle of Godin 
you, So, do. not think by your twining and twiſting in your 
wiſe Definitions or Deſtin&tions about Evil, whilit you pur 
Geod for Evil, that you ſhall mcnd the matter thereby ; for Good 
is Good, and that's of God, from whence all Good comes ; and 
Evil is Evil, and that's of the D:vil, from whence al] Bad comes : 
So Plain-Dealing is a Jewel, which many Honeſt Hearts have 
ſought for, and have waited on God to be ſeaſoned therewith, 
which makes ſavoury in his ſight .who is Creator of all, a Migh- 
ty Power over all, whom 41l the Miniſters oi Chrilt curned Peo- 
ple to, that they might not continue in Darkneſs, nor under Sa- 
tan's power ;, bt thatthey might know his Ligh who bath all 
Power in Heaven and Earth, and ſo ro, live ſabjeR under this. 
Higher Power, by «bich Power the True Eye comes to de opent- 
ed. and by a Truc Underſtanding is witnefled God's _— = 
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World in bis Son Chriſt Jeſus, and what manner of Love that was 
in that Bleſſed AR, in Suffering without the Gates of 7ern/alem;ſo 
in the ſame Will which was the SanQiher of Believers, Be- 
lievers now are ſanRtified and cleanſed from Evil, to make | 
mention of the Name of the Lord in Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
in which there's no Eyil. Solert him that names bis Holy Name' 
depart out of Evil, left the good Spirit of God leave firiving with 
bim, and ſo the Soul bs ſealed down in Evil, where Tribulation and An- , 
guiſh will never have ay End, | 
Come therefore,be awaken'd,]I beſeech you, untoRighreovuſneſs, © 
and Repent with that Repentance never tobe repented of, 1n cealing to | 
do Evil : and let the Example of Nineveh be before you, 7onah 3,.. 
$,9,10, Cry Mightily wnte God , yea, let them turn every one from | 
his Evil Way, and from the Violence that « in their hands ,, who can 
tell if God will tzrn, and repent, &c. And God ſaw their Works, that | 
they tmrned from their Evil Way, and Ged repented of the Evil that he | | 
bad ſaid, that he would do unw them, and be aidit net.  <"_ 
So this by the way; Faſt as long as you will, Pray as long as you 
will, Cry as loud as you will, if Evil be nut turned from, all *! 
will be Vain: So Evil, that is within man, ard God's Love 
hath been to make it manifeſt. by the Lzgbr of his Spirit withinz | 
ſo man being Convinced of, and, Reproved for Evi), if .htheeds 
not Reproots, bur periſhes 1n;his Evil, then bis DeſtruQiog is of .! 
himſelf ; bur if through this. Love:of God, ſhed abroad in the | 
Hearts of People, they be Awaken'd thereby, and ſo cl:ave vo the - 
Gr od, and follow and obey. it, then wiil chat which was a Re- 
prover for Evil be an Inſtru@er in aBlcſked Life, where Sin nor - 
Evil camtentet (nor be) neither 1s there any Agreement with 
Darkneſs in that Lif: in whick there's no Evil ; but the Soul being 
3zn this Liberty, then, Come, 7 wild tell you what the Lord bath Gore < 
for my Soul ,, and my .'c:4, and all that's in me praiſes the Lord. . So 
here's the Elefled Fountain opened, where the Streams cf God's + 
Love are felt ro run, which driv- back the ſtreams of Malice, _ 
Uncleanneſs and Abominations, which have corrvpted Mankind. 
So BI-ſled are they whoſe Eyes are tothe Living Fountain, and 
wait for the riling of the Springs thereof in their Hearts, from 
whence the truly Thicking Soul comes to be ſatisfied, refrifhed 
and 1 
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-and ſtrengthened, through a true ſenſe of the ſpringing op of 
this Well of Water, which he gives who hath all power in Hea- 
ven and Earth ; the which Well of Water ſpringing unto Ever- 
laſtiog Life, all being dipped or plunged under this, the ſoul 
Comes to be waſhed trom Corruption, and ſo made White as 
Snow ; the which is an Everlaſting-Ordinance, ordain'd of God 
for a perpetual Covenant ; the which all that would know Salva- 
tion through the Remiſſion of Sins, they muſt wait to be confir- 
med in tbis blefſed Covenant, where the bleſſed Unicy tands our 
of lin; for there's no Evil in this Covenant : ſo all rhar come to 
be concerned here, muſt firſt agree in their Hearts to Ceaſe from 
Sin and Evil, and then to wait for the riling of the Pure, and ſo 
to watch in the Pure againſt all Appearances of that which is cor- 
rupt, and ſo to grow up in the Pure to a Bleſſed Dominion over 
the corruptible; and ſo in the'pure Meaſure of God's Spirit to 
' receive and uſe the Creatures of God with Thankſgiving, where 
every Creature is good when they are ſo received : ſo to the Pure 
all things are Pure ; bur to the Defiled and Unbelieving there is 
nothing Pure: ſo the Way of God, that is Pure and Undehiled ; 
and Bleſſed are they who arc Undefiled (and keep (and are kept ) 
in that bleſſed Way tg finiſh their dayes, where the ſoul refts in 
Peace with God, the which is the Will of God (according to 
which is this writ) So to Him be Glory and Henour, from the 
riſing of the Pure of Himſelf, forever and forever. Amev. 


By a Servant of the Lord, 
27 $E60 Stephen Smith, 


